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U.S. Customs and Border Protection

Port of Buffalo
Port Director – Joseph Wilson
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U.S. Customs and Border Protection

Preventing the entry of
terrorists and their 

weapons while 
facilitating legitimate 

travel and trade
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U.S. Customs and Border Protection
CBP Border Search Authority

• 19 U.S.C. 1467 states that “All persons, 
baggage and merchandise arriving in the 
Customs territory of the United States from 
places outside thereof are liable to inspection 
by a CBP officer.” Unless exempt by 
diplomatic status, all travelers entering the 
United States, including U.S. citizens, are 
required to participate  in CBP processing
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U.S. Customs and Border Protection
• Buffalo Field Office
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Port of Buffalo – Peace Bridge POE

Peace Bridge

Opened  June 1st, 1927

Connects Fort Erie, Ontario, Canada 
with Buffalo, NY,USA

Open 24 hours per day, 7 days per 
week

7 truck lanes (5 high-lows)

10 Vehicle lanes 

1 NEXUS dedicated lane 
(Mon-Fri 6a.m.-10p.m., Sat-Sun 

8a.m.-10p.m.)

1 Pedestrian lane
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Port of Buffalo – Rainbow Bridge POE

Rainbow Bridge

Opened November 1, 1941 (New Facility 
10/98)

Connects Niagara Falls, Ontario,  Canada 
with Niagara Falls, New York, U.S.A. 

Open 24 hours per day, 7 days per week

16 Vehicle lanes

One bus lane

One dedicated NEXUS lane 
(Mon-Fri 6am-10pm Sat-Sun 8am-10pm)

4 Pedestrian lanes
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Port of Buffalo – Lewiston Bridge POE

Lewiston Bridge

The first bridge opened in 1851 and 
operated until 1854.  The second bridge      

opened in 1899 and operated until the present 
bridge opened on November 2, 1962.

Connects Queenston, Ontario, Canada with 
Lewiston, New York, U.S.A.

Open 24 hours per day, 7 days per week

4 Truck Lanes (3 High-Lows)

6 Vehicle lanes

5th lane project completed December 2005

No Nexus and no pedestrians
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Port of Buffalo – Whirlpool Bridge POE

Whirlpool Bridge

Opened in 1897

Connects Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada with  
Niagara Falls, New York, U.S.A.

NEXUS only - March 2004, 2 lanes

Open 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. seven days per week
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Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative

WHTI addresses the vulnerabilities of many
types of documents, which result 
in the challenge of 
verifying identity and citizenship. 
Standardization will 
address these vulnerabilities 
and improve efficiencies.

www.getyouhome.gov
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“Know Before You Go” – www.cbp.gov
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Border Wait Times

• Prior to crossing back into the United States, 
check the border wait times.

• www.cbp.gov
• Go to the border wait times section of the 

website.
• Use the least busiest crossing to save time.
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Border Wait Times
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Bus Advanced Passenger Manifests

• New optional program for bus companies in the Port 
of Buffalo.

• All advanced passenger manifests must be 100% 
accurate and emailed to 
cbpbuffalousbusarrivals@cbp.dhs.gov

• When a manifest is received, the sender will receive a 
confirmation email with a log number.

• Arriving busses will be readily identifiable to CBP 
Officers by mandatory placarding placed in bus 
windshield.
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U.S. Customs and Border Protection

Our Mission
We are the guardians of our Nation’s borders. 

We are America’s frontline. 
We safeguard the American homeland at and beyond our 

borders.
We protect the American public against terrorists and the 

instruments of terror. 
We steadfastly enforce the laws of the United States while 

fostering our nation’s economic security through lawful 
international trade and travel.

We serve the American public with vigilance, integrity and
professionalism


