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S 2326 IS
110th CONGRESS
1st Session
S. 2326
To improve the safety of motorcoaches, and for other purposes.
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
November 8, 2007 |
Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mrs. HUTCHISON) introduced the following bill; which

was read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

A BILL
To improve the safety of motorcoaches, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) Short Title- This Act may be cited as the "Motorcoach Enhanced Safety Acté
of 2007". ;

(b) Table of Contents- The table of contents for this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Definitions.

Sec. 3. Regulations for improved occupant protection and motorcoach
crash avoidance.

Sec. 4. Study and report on improved bus crashworthiness and crash
avoidance.

Sec. 5. Improved oversight of providers of motorcoach services and of
other motor carriers of passengers.
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Sec. 6. Motorcoach driver training.
Sec. 7. Improved commercial driver's license testing.

Sec. 8. Improved physical fitness oversight and commercial driver
medical certificates.

Sec. 9. Safety enforcement technoiogy to reduce driver fatigue.
Sec. 10. Commercial motor vehicle safety inspection programs.

Sec. 11. Regulations.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.
In this Act:

(1) ADVANCED GLAZING- The term "advanced glazing' means glazing
installed in a portal on the side or the roof of a motorcoach that is
designed to be highly resistant to partial or complete occupant ejection in
all types of motor vehicle crashes.

(2) BUS- The term " bus' has the meaning given such term in section
571.3(b) of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on the day
‘before the date of the enactment of this Act).

(3) COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE- The term " commercial motor vehicle'
has the meaning given such term in section 31132(1) of title 49, United
States Code.

(4) MANUFACTURER- The term "manufacturer' has the meaning given
such term in section 30102(a) of title 49, United States Code.

(5) MOTOR CARRIER- The term "motor carrier' has the meaning given
such term in section 13102(14) of title 49, United States Code.

(6) MOTORCOACH- The term "motorcoach' has the meaning given the
term “over-the-road bus' in section 3038(a)(3) of the Transportation
Equity Act for the 21st Century (Public Law 105-178; 49 U.S.C. 5310
note), but does not include the following:

(A) Buses used in public transportation provided by a State or local
government.

(B) School buses, including multifunction school activity buses.

(7) MOTORCOACH MANUFACTURER- The term " motorcoach
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manufacturer’ means a manufacturer that manufactures, assembles, or
imports motorcoaches for resale in the United States.

(8) MOTORCOACH SERVICES- The term *motorcoach services' means
passenger transportation by motorcoach for compensation.

(9) MULTIFUNCTION SCHOOL ACTIVITY BUSES- The term ~ multifunction
school activity buses' has the meaning given such term in section 571.3
(b) of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on the day before
the date of the enactment of this Act).

(10) PORTAL- The term ’portal' means any opening on the front, sides,
rear, or roof of a motorcoach that could, in the event of a crash involving
the motorcoach, permit the partial or complete ejection of any occupant
from the motorcoach, including a young child.

(11) PROVIDER OF MOTORCOACH SERVICES- The term ' provider of
motorcoach services' means a motor carrier that provides passenger
transportation services with a motorcoach for compensation, including
per-trip compensation and contracted or chartered compensation.

(12) PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION- The term * public transportation' has the
meaning given such term in section 5302(a)(10) of title 49, United States
Code.

(13) SAFETY BELT- The term " safety belt' has the meaning given such
term in section 153(i)(4)(B) of title 23, United States Code.

(14) SECRETARY- The term 'Secretary' means the Secretary of
Transportation.

SEC. 3. REGULATIONS FOR IMPROVED OCCUPANT PROTECTION
AND MOTORCOACH CRASH AVOIDANCE.

(a) Regulations Required 1 Year After the Date of the Enactment of This Act-
Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall prescribe regulations as follows:

(1) SAFETY BELTS- The Secretary shall require safety belts be installed in
motorcoaches at each designated seating position.

(2) ANTI-EJECTION SAFETY COUNTERMEASURES- The Secretary shall
require motorcoaches have advanced glazing installed in each
motorcoach portal to prevent partial or complete ejection of passengers
of motorcoaches, including such passengers that are children.

(3) FIREFIGHTING EQUIPMENT- The Secretary shall require installation in
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